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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Minutes of a meeting of St Martin Parish Council held remotely via Zoom on Wednesday 21st March 2021 at 7.30pm

Present

Councillor Philip Jenkin (Chairman)


“      Brindley Hosken (Vice-chairman)


“      Andrew Bray

“       Paul Wright


“      Julian Rand (Cornwall Council)

7 members of public

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Mrs J Angove.

2. Members to declare personal & prejudicial interests (incl details) re any items on this agenda and any dispensations now requested

There were no declarations.

3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS (15 minutes in total – 2 minutes each - to speak on agenda or raise new item).  This is your only chance to speak unless invited to do so by the Chairman.

An MMO licence had been granted to allow a quay development in the Helford at Gear, opposite the old mill building.  However, what the applicant was building was felt to require planning permission as well because it was above the Mean Low Water (MLW) mark and some members of the public felt that an MMO licence only referred to activity below the MLW.  The majority of the quay, together with access track and a shed/store were all above MLW.  A member of the public asked the Chairman or Parish Council to write to the applicant instructing them to stop work immediately.  However, the Clerk advised that Council did not have such powers and it would have to be taken to Cornwall Council planning enforcement.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand concurred and it was agreed that the matter would be sent to planning enforcement.
4. TO RECEIVE CORNWALL CLLR JULIAN RAND’S REPORT

Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand had attended the usual round of meetings.  A full council meeting had approved the Cornwall Council budget for 2021/22 and consequently set the council tax rate for the same period.  There were more challenges ahead for the severe education needs students, 16+, etc.  With the Cornwall Council election on 6th May purdah – 22nd March – was getting ever closer.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand was standing again but his ward area had changed so he would no longer have St Keverne, Cury & Gunwalloe (they would go to the Mullion candidate) but he gained S Helston – an area around Sainsburys.  There were a number of contentious planning applications and several that were taking for ever to be determined.  Cllr Hosken asked if and why Cornwall Council was encouraging people to register as Cornish on the forthcoming Census.  Cornwall Cllr Rand advised it was so that Cornwall Council could push for more recognition as a minority group.

5. MINUTES – to confirm the minutes of Zoom meeting held on 10th February 2021

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 10th February 2021 be signed as a true and correct record.

6. TO RECEIVE UPDATE ON SITUATION REGARDING PRINCE OF WALES

A representative of the Friends of Prince of Wales action group gave an update.  They now had the survey back and were pleased that it met their business plan modelling. They would  have to have a committee meeting soon, which was challenging just now but they should be in a position to discuss an offer with the vendor in the very near future.
They would have to agree a price in principle  and then publish their share offer, which was ready to go out soon. They were also due to hear back on another funding bid in the next week or so and were waiting on that.

If successful in their share offer they would then be able to confirm the formal offer with the vendor and proceed with the purchase as swiftly as possible.  The update was noted.  The representative and the vendor then discussed pro’s and cons of the situation from each other’s perspective.
7. TO DISCUSS WORKS AT GEAR QUAY

This had been dealt with under Public Questions.

8.15pm
Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand left the meeting.

8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no planning applications received from Cornwall Council.

9. PLANNING DECISIONS

02.03.2021 PA20/11356 APPROVED

Applicant: Mr Phil Stevens

Location: The Cottage Newtown St Martin TR12 6DP

Proposal: Proposed single storey rear extension, new replacement front porch and relocated pedestrian access.
05.02.2021 PA20/11207 APPROVED

Applicant: Mr Nick Gregory

Location: Trethewey, Redundant Barns road from Trezemper Plantation to Newtown St Martin TR12 6EG

Proposal: Conversion of redundant agricultural barns to create three dwellings with associated infrastructure (replacement of planning permission reference PA13/09171) with variation of condition 2 in relation to application PA16/11099

10. FINANCE
It was RESOLVED that the following outstanding accounts be approved for payment and cheques prepared:

a) March pension contribution £33.79

b) £1800 – valuation report for PoW (paid)

c) £310 – Plunkett Foundation Model CIC constitution (paid)

11. TO DISCUSS ARRANGEMENTS FOR PARISH COUNCIL ELECTION ON 6TH MAY

Members and the public present were advised on the process for submitting nomination papers, with the main aspect being that they could not be posted, they had to be hand delivered to specific Cornwall Council offices at pre-booked appointment times on specific days.  This was so that they could be checked and dismissed if inaccurate, so the earlier the better in case a re-application had to be made.

12. CORRESPONDENCE
a) Dog and playing field bins seem to be being emptied at present


This was noted.
b) FOSM – delighted with new bench but please can it be put on a base to protect its feet from rotting


There were paving slabs present, which could be used as the site was only temporary until the next lot of play equipment was installed.  The seat would be put on the paving slabs.

c) Playing field still not been cut since Christmas


This had now been cut 2 days earlier and the price paid per year was only for 8 cuts, but it was averaged out to a monthly figure, so Council could not withhold payment due to it apparently not having been cut.  Cormac varied the cutting regime according to the time of year.

d) Parish Hall fence – 6 rails blown out and need replacing – who owns?

The Parish Council owned the fence as it paid to have it installed.  Cllr Hosken would have a look at the problem and see what he could do to fix it.

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – for information

A member of the public asked where they could walk within the playing field because the Jubilee Path now ran under the path of the zip wire.  Was it going to be re-routed or re-surfaced?  The Chairman advised there were no plans to re-route or re-surface it at present and the public could walk where they liked in the field.  It was noted.

The Chairman would request the money collected in Newtown for a defibrillator so that one could be purchased to install in the recently re-furbished telephone box.  The community of Newtown was thanked for carrying out this work.

14. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 14th April at 8pm – last meeting of this current council
15. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the nature of the following item, it was RESOLVED to exclude members of the press and public under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 (Standing Order 1)

The Chairman took this as an urgent item.

The Friends of the Prince of Wales needed to discuss some confidential advice they had been given on next steps in the bid to acquire the pub as a community asset.  The Friends explained their dilemma and council gave its opinion on what route the group should take next.

The meeting closed at 8.51pm
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