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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Minutes of a meeting of St Martin Parish Council held in the Parish Hall on Monday 5th March 2018 at 7.30pm

Present

Councillor Philip Jenkin (Chairman)


“      Brindley Hosken (Vice-chairman)


“      Andrew Bray

“      Johnny Alston


“      Mike West

“      Tim Bryant


“       Mrs Jeanette Angove


“      Julian Rand (Cornwall Council)

3 public

APOLOGIES
There were no apologies.
INTERESTS
There were no declarations.

PUBLIC QUESTIONS
The public noted that when there was snow recently, there were no salt bins at Rosevear hill or Trethewey.  This was because it was up to Parish Councils to supply and pay for salt and bins and there was a liability issue if the Parish Council spread salt on the road and an accident still happened.  Farmers had put down grit/sand.  It was noted and thanks extended to whoever the farmers were.
MINUTES
Minutes of the last meeting, having previously been circulated, were confirmed and signed.

MATTERS ARISING
to receive update on Caravan at Tregidden the enforcement officer had now received back the Planning Contravention Notice (PCN) from the landowner and would be discussing it with her line manager on 12th March.  It was noted.
To consider quote for re-cabling for electric heaters in Parish Hall two quotes had been received, one in the sum of £345.00 and one in the sum of £386.40.  It was RESOLVED to go with the one for £345.00.  A member advised that Fal Fire had tested the fire alarm system recently and stated that 5 emergency lights had failed.  It was agreed to check with R Williams electrical report that Council had paid for in October and depending on what that showed, to ask the person awarded this work to look at the batteries in the emergency lights.
PLANNING
PA18/01220 Change of use from second home to furnished holiday let, Holly Cottage,  Newtown, James Macfarlane this was probably to do with business rates and a legal matter for Cornwall Council, therefore Council had no comment.

Decisions there were no planning decisions received from Cornwall Council.
FINANCE
February pension contribution £33.79 it was RESOLVED that the account of £33.79 be paid.
Account for playing field grass cutting Jan-Mar 2018 £163.90 it was RESOLVED that the account of £163.90 be paid.
To receive internal auditor’s report and adopt 3rd quarter accounts 2017/18 The internal auditor’s report was received and it was RESOLVED to adopt the 3rd quarter accounts for 2017/18.
C’WLL COUNCIL
Cornwall Council was now cutting to the bone; efficiencies had been carried out, cost cutting analysed and now it was cutting into the core of services in order to cope with the reduction in government grant from £404m in 2009 to £59m for 2018/19.  They tried cutting funding to CAB’s but members rejected that.  Adult Social Care funding was under real pressure.  9th Feb CORSERV budget was approved for the year 2018/19.  The current year would end up giving £5.87m back to Cornwall Council.  13th Feb saw more Boundary Commission discussion on the ward sizes after the reduction of Cllrs in 2021.  There had been an error in the calculations so a new plan was brought out for maybe 88 Cllrs with two different configurations of ward boundaries to make it work.  With regard to Planning Committee meetings; there had been 13 referrals in the past few months in this ward, which was high for the division.  Whichever way the Parish Council wanted the application to go, the Planning Committee had always gone the opposite way.  2 Ford’s Hill was going to the Committee meeting on 12th March.  With regard to St Martin School; a parent was concerned at what Keskowethyans might do with the building and land.  The land would be transferred to the MAT because it was owned but the building, leased from Trelowarren, would be transferred back to Cornwall Council when a school folded.
CORRESPONDENCE
Clerk’s & Councils Direct magazine was circulated.
OTHER BUSINESS
There was still a lot of water on the road outside Barrimaylor.  The Clerk had reported this to highways two months earlier but got the response that it was not a problem.  However, the water had not gone away and was getting worse.  Members felt it was a burst water main, so South West Water would be contacted.

A cottage had been empty at Newtown for 10-15 years and members wondered what could be done to bring it back into use for a local family.  The Clerk would try the empty homes scheme that Cornwall Council was operating.

Cllr Bray was thanked for laying chippings outside the graveyard gate.

The Chairman was thanked for releasing notice board doors that had become swollen and jammed in the rain.

The internal threshold in the Parish Hall porch would be cut out by a local builder.

Laurence Reid on Radio Cornwall had not yet been contacted about 2 Ford’s Hill, but the Chairman would do it before Monday when the matter was coming up at the Planning Committee meeting.

A member had heard that Coastline was holding a meeting the following Wednesday to discuss lowering the age limit at Ford’s Hill bungalows.  The occupants in Nos 1 & 3 had not been consulted although people across the road had been.

The two copper beeches ordered for the playing field had arrived and been planted.  It was noted.

Cllrs A Bray, M West and B Hosken were thanked for cleaning the tiles underneath the play equipment.

The bier; Cornwall Heritage Trust was minded to grant £500 towards its refurbishment but would not give the money until a museum could be found to loan it to afterwards.  The Trust did not want the bier to end up stuck in an old building for years, only being brought out occasionally and required it to go somewhere specific.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand would ask someone at Helston Museum whether it could go there.

NEXT MEETING
Due to Easter Monday, the next meeting would be held on Monday 9th April 2018 at 8pm. 

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm.

