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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Minutes of a meeting of St Martin Parish Council held remotely via Zoom on Wednesday 9th December 2020 at 7.30pm

The following Cllrs were present
Philip Jenkin (Chairman)

Brindley Hosken (Vice-chairman)
Andrew Bray
Paul Wright
Julian Rand (Cornwall Council)

4 public

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs T Bryant, J Alston and Mrs J Angove.

2. Members to declare personal & prejudicial interests (incl details) re any items on this agenda and any dispensations now requested
There were no declarations.
3. PUBLIC QUESTIONS (15 minutes in total – 2 minutes each - to speak on agenda or raise new item).  This is your only chance to speak unless invited to do so by the Chairman.

Paul Stalley, a member of the public present, explained to members his tree house proposal for a meadow at Tregidden saying that he needs support from the Parish Council from a planning perspective.  He stated that the plan was unique with nothing like it in the area. He was not going to overdevelop, only 1 vehicle would be allowed, it would be a revenue stream for local suppliers and was designed for varying mobilities.  It was aimed at the high end market, would be in their own vegetable garden and hoped it would be available all year.  He added planners had agreed it was hidden but not economically viable from a planning perspective.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand asked what made him think there would be an all year demand.  He stated that local plans tried to encourage all year however he was not naive enough to think it would be used all year.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand stated during his time owning a holiday let business he never got 39 weeks a year so the applicant needed to be aware of that.  The Chairman agreed stating they feel lucky if they get 30 weeks out of their barn rentals.  In summing up the Chairman asked members for their views however the Clerk reminded them that they could not comment as to do so would amount to ‘pre-determination’ of a full application before it was even received and Council would not be able to comment on the full application.  Paul Stalley thanked members for their time and left the Zoom meeting.
4. TO RECEIVE CORNWALL CLLR JULIAN RAND’S REPORT

Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand had been extremely busy but via video-conferencing from home as he was still shielding due to having asthma. Cornwall Council was still waiting for the government to repay it all its COVID spending that it had done on government’s behalf.  Business rates relief on Newquay Airport alone came to £60k/month.  CORSERV had a problem, partly due to Cormac not procuring in other counties, therefore not bringing in any income, which was having a knock on effect on Cornwall Council itself.  The budget for the coming year was currently being set and Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand was worried that Cornwall Council would seek to cut funding from various departments.  He was particularly concerned for Children & Families, which had recently received an Outstanding OFSTED report even with the lowest amount of funding per child in the country.  Adult Social Care had a similar shortfall and there was not enough time to challenge issues when discussing remotely via Teams online – only 2 minutes were allowed per member.  Locally, with St Martin the main issue was the future of the Prince of Wales. He was thanked for his report.
5. MINUTES – to confirm the minutes of Zoom meeting held on 21st October 2020

At this point the Chairman got disconnected from the Zoom meeting and Vice-chairman Cllr Brindley Hosken took the chair.  It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting, including the PoW amendments, be signed as a true and correct record.

6. TO DISCUSS CURRENT SITUATION REGARDING PRINCE OF WALES WITH INTERESTED PARTIES

Since the last meeting, the Asset of Community Value (ACV) status on the pub had been overturned by the owner, which meant she could market it and that was fine but the ‘Friends’ group had lost its protection against change of use and there was a lot of work to do by February – the original time scale under the ACV situation.  The group needed a strong business plan and would press ahead for now and then review when it got near to the February deadline.  The group felt that if necessary it could re-nominate  the pub for ACV with stronger evidence so the application would be more robust but timing was a problem as if it were done now it could upset the owners.  The group had not managed to secure proper accounts and also needed supplier quotes.  It did, however, have some good professionals on board.  The Vice-chair suggested that it could be several months before any future planning permission would be granted so there was still time. At 8.20 the Chairman re-connected to the meeting and took over the Chair noting it would impact property values in Newtown and possibly even St Martin if there was no pub.  He acknowledged the group needed a bit more time but was working very hard.
7. TO DISCUSS NEXT STAGE OF PLAY EQUIPMENT REPLACEMENT

Having done the Council budget recently and receiving funding information from FOSM (Friends Of St Martin) it was felt the parish could now afford the next stage of new play equipment – a play tower to replace what had just been cut down.  It was agreed that FOSM would obtain an up to date quote but in principle it was agreed to take the matter forward pending a quote update.

8. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

PA20/08948 Discharge of Section 106 agreement dated 7 July 1992 in respect of decision notice W2/91/00609/F, Bunnel Vean, St Martin

This application had been supported via phone calls between meetings.  However, the case officer had referred it to an Affordable Housing Officer, who stated they cannot support the discharge of the Planning Obligation as there remains a housing need within the Parish and Cornwall Council would not support the loss of the affordable home.  Therefore, he was recommending refusal of the discharge of this Planning Obligation and requested Council's views on this under the 5-day planning protocol arrangement.  The Clerk had responded that she found it totally distasteful after the 3 elderly persons bungalows at Ford's Hill, St Martin were allowed to have their restriction lifted enabling them to be sold on the open market. St Martin Parish pleaded with planning to let them change the restriction to Local Needs but planning would have none of it and the Affordable Housing department did not back the Parish Council up.  The Chairman felt it was not fair that a public body could get s106’s lifted but not a private individual.  Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand stated that due to Council's disquiet on this one he would stall the decision on the application.  It was noted.
9. PLANNING DECISIONS

03.11.2020 PA20/02280 APPROVED

Applicant: Mrs Alison Trelawny

Location: Tremayne Farm House Tremayne St Martin Helston Cornwall

Proposal: Repair and Alterations to Existing Annex to Form Holiday Letting

Apartment without compliance of condition 3 of PA18/01886

10. TO RESOLVE TO EXTEND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE TO CLLR ANGOVE UNTIL MAY 2021

Council was asked to consider the request to extend the period of office for Councillor Mrs J Angove beyond the six month period of non-attendance provided for within Section 85 (1) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds of the impact of the Covid-19 Pandemic and the lack of internet for remote meetings.  It was RESOLVED to extend apologies for absence to Cllr Mrs Angove until May 2021 when Parish Council elections were due.
8.28
Cornwall Cllr Julian Rand left the meeting.

11. TO DISCUSS 2021/22 BUDGET PROPOSALS AND SET PRECEPT REQUIREMENT
After considering the previously circulated budget and discussions at item 7, it was RESOLVED to apply for £8k precept for financial year 2021-22.
12. FINANCE

It was RESOLVED that the following outstanding accounts be approved and cheques prepared:

a) Dec pension contribution £33.79

b) Cormac Dec play field cut £59.63

c) Plunkett Foundation Community Pub membership £240.00

d) Re-imburse Clerk for 2 poppy wreaths as Parish Council cheques not received in time £37.00

e) M A Grigg picnic bench for playing field £179.40

13. CORRESPONDENCE

There was no correspondence.

14. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – for information

a) Broken pane of Perspex in bus shelter, high up, facing notice board
The Chairman would ask a local builder who had previously replaced panes to look at the situation.

b) To arrange erecting of Christmas lights, etc
Arrangements were put in hand for the following Saturday.
15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 13th January - to discuss play equipment re-quote.
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00
