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S U B J E C T   T O   C O N F I R M A T I O N

Minutes of a meeting of St Martin Parish Council held in the Parish Hall on Monday 5th December 2016 at 7.30pm

Present

Councillor Philip Jenkin (Chairman)


“    Mike West

“    Andrew Bray

“    Mrs J Angove

“    Tim Bryant


“    Walter Sanger (Cornwall Council)

1 public

APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Brindley Hosken and Johnny Alston.
INTERESTS
There were no declarations.

PUBLIC SESSION
There were no public questions.

MINUTES
Minutes of the last meeting, having previously been circulated, were confirmed and signed.

MATTERS ARISING To discuss revision of graveyard fees the Chairman led members through the various charges and new rates were agreed.  The Clerk wished to check whether the length of time for a freehold plot’s right was 100 years or ‘in perpetuity’ and whether there was a difference.  Also, the relatives of the most recent cremation plaque placed wished to have it in writing that the Parish Council agreed to them moving it over a few inches, so that it did not look like a patio with all plaques touching each other.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk write a letter agreeing that the plaque could be moved up to 6 inches (this would also be added to scale of fees).
To receive update on current situation with regard to possible sale of No 2 Fords Hill Coastline had advised Cornwall Cllr Walter Sanger that they had not made their mind up.  It was felt that there needed to be some publicity about this and possibly Radio Cornwall was the place to go.

To receive report on meeting held with Andrew George, Director of Cornwall Community Land Trust Cllrs from Mawgan, Manaccan, St Martin, St Anthony and St Keverne met with Andrew George, Director of Cornwall Community Land Trust (CCLT).  Andrew George stated that Coastline was obliged by law to sell off inefficient houses in order to attract grant aid to build more houses.  Overall stock was increasing although not necessarily in the area where they were selling off houses.  Coastline would not sell off high energy efficient, low maintenance, lettable houses.  He thought each of the properties needed looking at and some way of purchasing them being created.  The problem would be buying the oldest stock that was difficult to let with high repair costs.  It would be better to ask Coastline to do small developments of 5/10 houses in each community.  Planning exception policy worked well in rural areas whereas it won’t in Camborne.  The scheme could be set up with CCLT or an individual community land trust could be formed.  He suggested that we use the moral obligation of Coastline to provide houses to work with us.  Some parishes had already answered the ‘call for land’ and several sites had been identified in Mawgan, Coverack and Manaccan.  However, to set this all up would take a very long time, most parishes did not want as want as many as 5 dwellings and it still did not address the existing problem of council houses being sold.  It was agreed to try asking Coastline to let parish councils know when they wanted to sell a house, parish councils then find a local buyer so avoiding estate agent fees, etc so that local ownership could be achieved.  Coastline would also be asked why it was not getting on with the repair/sale of the houses concerned as they were losing rent/income.
To consider new full size football goals for playing field the person requesting new goals wanted them big enough for 9 a side football.  Members were sceptical that there were ever 18 people playing football in the field and requested that the person concerned come to a meeting and persuade them why they should spend that amount of money for something that would, in their opinion, get very little use.
PLANNING
PA16/05706 Erection of a garage, Little Tredore, Newtown, Mr K Kerr it was RESOLVED to support the application.
Decisions there were no planning decisions received from Cornwall Council.
FINANCE
R Knight trimming account £176.50 it was resolved that the account of £ 176.50 be paid.
Playing field cutting Oct – Dec 2016 £163.90 it was resolved that the account of £163.90 be paid.

To consider budget and set precept for 2017/18 It was RESOLVED to increase the precept by 1.99% to £7282, to avoid having to have a big jump in the future when something extra was required.

3 x RBL poppy wreaths £55.50 (paid) it was noted.

C’WALL COUNCIL
A review was being conducted into the number of Cllrs on Cornwall Council.  At present there were 123.  105 had been submitted as a suggestion but it had been rejected by the boundary commission.  All leisure facilities had been let after a tendering exercise to GLL – a not for profit organisation that ran 200 leisure facilities across the country and had 20 years experience.  There was a backlog of capital and maintenance expenditure work, so £23m had been loaned to GLL by Cornwall Council to put things right.  This would be totally repaid by GLL, including any interest, so there would be absolutely no cost to Cornwall Council.   It would save £3.5m/year for Cornwall Council. The budget had been discussed at Cornwall Council with a further reduction of £31m.  By 2021 there would be no government grant.  Council tax was likely to rise 3.97% altogether – a special allowance of 2% for social care and 1.97% for the rest of Cornwall Council services to the public.  The Local Plan had reluctantly been accepted, especially with regard to housing.  The 52k houses proposed were to be the minimum, not the maximum.
CORRESPONDENCE
Clerk’s & Councils Direct magazine this was noted.
To consider proposal by St Ives Constituency Conservative Association to rename the parliamentary constituency from St Ives and the Isles of Scilly to West Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly  due to Hayle now being included in it under the recent constituency boundary review that also produced Devonwall
Members agreed that the proposal sounded better, as St Ives bore no relation to the Lizard Peninsula and supported the proposal.

To receive Cornwall Council’s calculated election costs for May 2107 the worst case scenario of a contested election would be £1836.72, which had been allowed for in the budget discussed above.
To consider supporting The Tour of Britain cycle race in Cornwall and going through Helston & parish It was agreed to support this by way of a letter, as it brought in huge financial benefits to the local economy.
OTHER BUSINESS
Newtown notice board would have to be moved very soon, as the garage had closed and was for sale.  The re-siting/siting a new one was discussed and would be put on the next agenda.
Dogs were being allowed onto the playing field, two owners were named.

The bent St Martin sign – Cormac needed to know whether anyone actually saw the hedge trimmer damage it.  Two members did.  The Clerk would advise Cormac.

The Chairman had visited some residents who parked vehicles in the Parish Hall car park.  One agreed to pay.

The graveyard gates had been re-painted and looked very smart.  A letter of thanks would be sent to the person who had done the work.

Cllr Mike West mentioned a meeting he and the Clerk had attended in Helston Guildhall to discuss the possibility of new traffic orders, with Cormac.  The meeting was really about what Helston wanted but if they paid the initial £5k for their main Order then other parishes could add some on but each additional one would be another £800-£1k, so it could be very costly.  Also, for speed limits there were additional costs as a repeater sign was required every 450m.  There had been no accidents here and there needed to be 30 properties along the road for it to even be considered.  It was noted.
Arrangements were put in hand for the Christmas trees to be purchased and/or decorated in both St Martin and Newtown.

ACCOUNTS
The following were passed for payment and cheques prepared:


R Knight





176.50


Cormac





163.90

NEXT MEETING
The next meeting would be held on Monday 9th January (owing to bank holiday on Jan 2nd) at 7.30pm.

There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.


CHAIRMAN




Date
